
Sex and Gender in Everyday Life 
Women’s and Gender Studies 1150 

Fall 2018 

Professor Megan Gallagher              1150.1: MWF, 10:10-11 
megan.gallagher@vanderbilt.edu             1150.2: MWF, 11:10-12 
Office:  Buttrick Hall 332                Calhoun Hall 218 
Office hours: M and W, 1-2, and by appointment 

Course description 
This course offers an introduction to key concepts and problematics within women’s and 
gender studies. How have beliefs and attitudes about sex and gender changed over time? 
How is our understanding of  sex and gender affected by culture and society - and how do 
sex and gender affect culture and society in turn? How are gender, sexuality, class, race, and 
(dis)ability mutually constitutive? And how do pressing political issues, such as reproductive 
rights and immigration policy, both reflect and shape perceptions about sex and gender? We 
will explore these questions, among others, by analyzing both classic and contemporary 
materials, including academic articles, films, personal essays, manifestos, and speeches.  
Students will gain familiarity with both long running debates and major new works in the 
field as they explore different interdisciplinary approaches and acquire fluency in a critical 
vocabulary for discussing women’s and gender studies. All interested students are welcome. 
No background knowledge or previous class experience is necessary.  

Reading schedule 
Please be sure to read the articles in the order listed. 
Readings subject to change! 

I. Introduction 

Week 1: Patriarchy, privilege, and oppression 
Wednesday, 8/22 L. Ayu Saraswati, Barbara L. Shaw, and Heather Rellihan, “Mapping the 
   Field: An Introduction to Women’s Gender and Sexuality  
   Studies” (IWGSS, pp. 1-17)  1

   bell hooks, “Feminist Politics: Where We Stand” (IWGSS #1) 

Friday, 8/24  Allan Johnson, “Patriarchy, The System: An It, Not a He, a Them, or   
   an Us” (IWGSS #2) 

   Marilyn Frye, “Oppression” (IWGSS #8) 

 Introductory sections authored by the editors of  our textbook will be given as “Saraswati et. al., pp. 1

X-XX.” All other readings in the textbook will be listed as “IWGSS #Y,” with Y giving the reading’s 
number, not the pages.

mailto:megan.gallagher@vanderbilt.edu


   Peggy McIntosh, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible    
   Knapsack” (IWGSS #9) 

   Audre Lorde, “There Is No Hierarchy of  Oppressions” (IWGSS #10) 

II. Theories of  Gender 

Week 2: Historical approaches: nineteenth century 
Monday, 8/27  Saraswati et. al., pp. 98-104 

   Angelina Emily Grimké, “An Appeal to the Christian Women of  the   
   South” (IWGSS #14) 

   Seneca Falls Convention, “Declaration of  Sentiments” (IWGSS #15) 

   Susan B. Anthony, “Sentencing Speech in the Case of  United States vs.   
   Susan B. Anthony” (IWGSS #17) 

   Ida B. Wells, “A Red Record” (IWGSS #18) 
   
   Visit The Sojourner Truth Project - compare the speeches and listen to at   
   least two of  the recorded versions 

Wednesday, 8/29 No class - Professor Gallagher at APSA conference 

Friday, 8/31  No class - Professor Gallagher at APSA conference 

Week 3: Historical approaches: twentieth century 
Monday, 9/3:   Saraswati et. al., pp. 105-107 

   Theresa Serber Malkiel, Diary of  A Shirtwaste Striker (IWGSS #19) 

   The New York Times, “141 Men and Girls Die in Waist Factory    
   Fire” (IWGSS #20) 

Wednesday, 9/5 Saraswati et. al., pp. 108-114 

   Daughters of  Bilitis, “Statement of  Purpose” (IWGSS #21) 
         
   Leslie Feinberg, interview with Sylvia Rivera, “I’m Glad I Was in the   
   Stonewall Riot” (IWGSS #22) 

   Anne Koedt, “The Myth of  the Vaginal Orgasm” (IWGSS #24) 

https://www.thesojournertruthproject.com/


   Radicalesbians, “The Woman-Identified Woman” (IWGSS #25) 

   Chicago Gay Liberation Front, “A Leaflet for the American Medical   
   Association” (IWGSS #26) 

Friday, 9/7  Saraswati et. al., pp. 114-117 

   The Combahee River Collective, “A Black Feminist Statement” 
   (IWGSS #27) 

   Gloria Anzaldúa, “La Conciencia de la Mestiza/Towards a New    
   Consciousness” (IWGSS #30) 

   Angela Davis, “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial   
   Complex” (IWGSS #21) 

   Claire Goldberg Moses, “What’s in a Name? On Writing the History of  
   Feminism” (IWGSS #31)  

Week 4: Difference and diversity 
Monday, 9/10  Maxine Baca Zinn and Bonnie Thornton Dill, “Theorizing Difference   
   from Multiracial Feminism”* 

   Judith Lorber, “‘Night to His Day’: The Social Construction of     
   Gender”* 

Wednesday, 9/12 Janet Mock, excerpt from Redefining Realness (IWGSS #53) 

   Brenda Jo Brueggemann, Rosemarie Garland-Thomson, and Georgina   
   Kleege, “What Her Body Taught (or, Teaching about and with a   
   Disability): A Conversation” (IWGSS #57) 

   Eunjung Kim, “How Much Sex Is Healthy? The Pleasures of     
   Asexuality” (IWGSS #61) 
    
Friday, 9/14  Paisley Currah, “Stepping Back, Looking Outward: Situating    
Short paper #1 due Transgender Activism and Transgender Studies” (IWGSS #7) 

   Ashley Currier and Thérèse Migraine-George, “Queer/African    
   Identities: Questions, Limits, Challenges” (IWGSS #11) 
   
   Dominique C. Hill, “(My) Lesbianism Is Not a Fixed Point” (IWGSS   
   #59) 



Week 5: Sex/gender 
Monday, 9/17  Anne Fausto-Sterling, “The Five Sexes, Revisited” (IWGSS #3) 

   Susan Stryker, “Transgender Feminism: Queering the Woman”* 

Wednesday, 9/19 Rachel McKinnon, “Gender, Identity, and Society,” in Philosophy of  Sex   
   and Love (2016), eds. Arthur Zucker and James Petrik, pp. 175-198* 

Friday, 9/21  Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay   
   in Phenomenology and Feminist Theory,” Theatre Journal 40.4 (1988):   
   519-531* 

III. The Political Lives of  Gender 

Week 6: Work 
Monday, 9/24  Marlene Kim, “Policies to End the Gender Wage Gap in the United   
   States” (IWGSS #39) 

   Dean Spade, “Compliance Is Gendered: Struggling for Gendered Self-  
   Determination in a Hostile Economy” (IWGSS #40) 

Wednesday, 9/26 Arlie Russell Hochschild, “Feeling Management: From Private to   
   Commercial Uses,” in The Managed Heart: Commercialization of  Human   
   Feeling (1983), pages 91-114 (skim the rest if  you wish)* 

Friday, 9/28  Pat Mainardi, “The Politics of  Housework” (IWGSS #23) 

   Silvia Federici, “Wages Against Housework”* (1975) 

Week 7: Reproductive Politics 
Monday, 10/1  Kathy E. Ferguson, “Birth Control” (IWGSS #43) 

   Alexandra DelValle, “From the Roots of  Latina Feminism to the   
   Future of  the Reproductive Justice Movement” (IWGSS #42) 

   France Winddance Twine, “The Industrial Womb” (IWGSS #44) 

Wednesday, 10/3 In class screening: MADE IN INDIA (2010), dirs. Rebecca Haimowitz   
   and Vaishali Sinha (2010) 

Friday, 10/5  No new reading - in-class discussion of  MADE IN INDIA 
Short paper #2 due 

   

https://caringlabor.wordpress.com/2010/09/15/silvia-federici-wages-against-housework/


Week 8: Gendered violence 
Monday,  10/8 Victoria Banyard, et. al., “Friends of  Survivors: The Community   
   Impact of  Unwanted Sexual Experiences” (IWGSS #45) 

   Brad Perry, “Hooking Up with Healthy Sexuality: The Lessons Boys   
   Learn (and Don’t Learn) about Sexuality and Why a Sex Positive Rape   
   Prevention Paradigm Can Benefit Everyone Involved” (IWGSS #46) 

Wednesday, 10/10 Dorothy Roberts, “Making Reproduction a Crime,” in Killing the Black   
   Body: Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of  Liberty (1997)* 

Friday, 10/12  Beth Richie, “A Black Feminist Reflection on the Antiviolence    
   Movement” (IWGSS #47) 

   Joey L. Mogul, Andrea J. Richie, and Kay Whitlock, “False Promises:   
   Criminal Legal Responses to Violence against LGBT People” (IWGSS   
   #48) 

Week 9: Gender and immigration policies 
Monday, 10/15 Monisha Das Gupta, “‘Broken Hearts, Broken Families’: The Political   
   Use of  Families in the Fight against Deportation” (IWGSS #37) 

   Sarah Jones, “Motherhood and the Morality of  Trump’s Immigration   
   Policy,” The New Republic (June 18, 2018)* 

   Bailey Basham, “The Uncertain Fate of  Migrant Workers and Their   
   Families,” Nashville Scene (August 2, 2018)* 

Wednesday, 10/17 No class - extended office hours 

Friday, 10/19  No class - fall break 

IV. Gender and Culture 

Week 10: Misogyny and sexism 
Monday, 10/22 Kate Manne, Down Girl: The Logic of  Misogyny, pp. 1-18 and 34-41* 

Wednesday, 10/24 Manne, Down Girl, pp. 196-219* 

Friday, 10/26  Manne, Down Girl, pp. 220-240 and 248* 

Week 11: Pop culture and media 

https://newrepublic.com/article/149177/motherhood-morality-trumps-immigration-policy


Monday, 10/29 Heather McRobie, “Mamma I Just Shot A Man Down: Rihanna’s   
   Response to Violence Against Women,” Berfrois (June 28, 2011) 
    
   Robin James, “Melancholic Damage,” The New Inquiry (May 30, 2013) 

   Natalia Cecire, “Beyoncé’s Second Skin (Part I),” Works Cited (May 23,   
   2014) 

   Natalia Cecire, “Beyoncé’s Second Skin (Part II): How to Be ***   
   Flawless,” Arcade (December 16, 2014) 

Wednesday, 10/31 Robin James, “Listening to Sounds in Post-Feminist Pop Music,”   
   Sounding Out! (February 15, 2016) 

   Robin James, “How Not to Listen to Lemonade: Music Criticism and   
   Epistemic Violence,” Sounding Out! (May 16, 2016) 

   Anne Helen Petersen, “The Great White Celebrity Vacuum,” Buzzfeed   
   (June 28, 2017) 

   Christopher Lebron, “Janelle Monáe for President,” Boston Review (May   
   21, 2018) 

Friday, 11/2  Group discussion/presentations of  Wednesday’s readings 
Short paper #3 due 

Week 12: Feminist technologies                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Monday, 11/5  Sandra Harding, “Feminism Confronts the Sciences: Reform and   
   Transformation” (IWGSS #69) 

   Emily Martin, “The Egg and the Sperm: How Science Has    
   Constructed a Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female    
   Roles” (IWGSS #70) 

   Liam Lair, “Sexology, Eugenics, and Hirschfield’s Transvestites” 
   (IWGSS #71) 

Wednesday, 11/7 Clare Jen, “Feminist Hacktivisms: Countering Technophilia and    
   Fictional Promises” (IWGSS #72) 

   Joni Seager, “Rachel Carson Died of  Breast Cancer: The Coming of    
   Age of  Feminist Environmentalism” (IWGSS #73) 

   Wendy Seymour, “Putting Myself  in the Picture: Researching Disability 
   and Technology” (IWGSS #74) 

http://www.berfrois.com/2011/06/just-shot-a-man-down/
https://thenewinquiry.com/melancholic-damage/
http://nataliacecire.blogspot.com/2014/05/beyonces-second-skin-part-i.html
http://arcade.stanford.edu/blogs/beyonc%C3%A9s-second-skin-part-ii-how-be-flawless
https://soundstudiesblog.com/2016/02/15/listening-to-sounds-in-post-feminist-pop-music/
https://soundstudiesblog.com/2016/05/16/how-not-to-listen-to-lemonade-music-criticism-and-epistemic-violence/
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Friday, 11/9  Kimberly A. Williams, “Women@Web: Cyber Sexual Violence in   
   Canada” (IWGSS #75) 

   Jason Whitesel, “Gay Men’s Use of  Online Pictures in Fat-Affirming   
   Groups” (IWGSS #76) 

   Farida Vis, Liesber van Zoonen, and Sabina Mihelj, “Women    
   Responding to the Anti-Islam Fine Fitna: Voices and Acts of     
   Citizenship on YouTube” (IWGSS #77) 

V. Social Change 

Week 13: Activism, protest, and refusal 
Monday, 11/12 Beenash Jafri, “Not Your Indian Eco-Princess: Indigenous Women’s   
   Resistance to Environmental Degradation (IWGSS #80) 

   Melanie Fey, Amber McCrary, and Bradly Werley, “Empower Yoself    
   Before You Wreck Yoself: Native American Feminist     
   Musings” (IWGSS #83) 

   Elizabeth R. Cole and Zakiya T. Luna, “Making Coalitions Work:   
   Solidarity across Difference within US Feminism” (IWGSS #81) 

Wednesday, 11/14 Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? 
   Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its    
   Others” (IWGSS #79) 

   Hannah E. Britton and Taylor Price, “‘If  Good Food is Cooked in One 
   Country, We Will All Eat From It’: Women and Civil Society in    
   Africa” (IWGSS #84) 

Friday, 11/16  Guerrilla Girls, “When Racism and Sexism Are No Longer    
   Fashionable” (IWGSS #87) 

   Kathleen Hanna and Bikini Kill, “Riot Grrrl Manifesto” (IWGSS #88) 

   In class screening: THE PUNK SINGER (2013), dir. Sini Anderson 

Week 14  Thanksgiving break  

Week 15: Becoming feminist 
Monday, 11/26 Sara Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life (2017), pp. 1-42 



Wednesday, 11/28 Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, pp. 43-64 
Short paper #4 due 

Friday, 11/30  Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, pp. 65-88 

Week 16: Feminist killjoys 
Monday, 12/3  Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, pp. 89-114 

Wednesday, 12/5 Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, pp. 235-268 

Exam Week 

Required texts 
- Sara Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life (ISBN 978-0822363194) 
- L. Ayu Saraswati, Barbara L. Shaw, and Heather Rellihan, eds., Introduction to Women’s, 

Gender, and Sexuality Studies: Interdisciplinary and Intersectional Approaches (ISBN 
978-0190266066) 

- Readings marked with an asterisk will be available via the class site. 

Course requirements 
Attendance, preparation, and participation: 10% 

There will be a sign-in sheet for each class. Three unexcused absences are permitted. 
Please let me know if  there are extenuating circumstances that will disrupt your 
regular, timely attendance. Bring that day’s texts with you. There will be ample 
opportunity for participation, both in class discussions and in smaller groups. Other 
forms of  engagement, like asking questions, volunteering to read passages aloud, 
and visiting my office hours, also count toward this! 

Weekly discussion posts (10 total): 20% 
Everyone is responsible for posting ten discussion posts to the class website over 
the course of  the semester. There are thirteen possible weeks to choose from. You 
are responsible for making sure you submit ten. Late posts will not be accepted. 

These should engage with the current week’s readings and draw connections with 
previous readings. They can address topics you’d like to discuss in class, readings 
you found troubling or with which you disagreed, or relate the readings to current 
events in the news. They are due on Wednesday mornings at 7 am. They should be 
about 200 words. They are graded with a checkmark (if  they meet the stated 
requirements) or a minus (if  they do not, or are not submitted). 



Short papers (4 total): 40% 
Four short papers, of  500 words, are due across the semester. These may be based 
on a previous discussion post, though they do not have to be. However, the papers 
are not simply extended discussion posts. You must develop a motivating question 
or problematic and offer an analysis. Papers must engage at least one of  the readings 
we have discussed since the previous paper was submitted. They should have a clear 
thesis stated in the introductory paragraph and a complete citation, in either 
Chicago or MLA style. 

They are to be uploaded to Brightspace before class on the date they are due. Hard 
copies are not necessary. 

The due dates are: 
Friday, 9/14 
Friday, 10/5  
Friday, 11/2 
Wednesday, 11/28  

Take-home final exam: 30% 
 Details TBA! 

Late assignments 
Late assignments will lose one-third of  a letter grade (i.e., an A- becomes a B+) for every day 
that they are late, including weekends, except in cases of  illness or other documented 
emergencies. Assignments not submitted will receive an F. All assignments must be 
submitted in order to pass the course. 

Academic honesty 
Integrity is essential to all of  the work you do as a college student. I take academic honesty 
very seriously. Anyone found cheating or plagiarizing will automatically fail the related 
assignment(s). All work done is held to the Vanderbilt Honor Code. All issues of  cheating 
and plagiarism will be documented and reported to the Undergraduate Honor Council. The 
best way to avoid any trouble is simply to ask me any questions you have about what does 
and does not constitute plagiarism – it can seem like a very confusing subject, but we can get 
a handle on it rather easily. Please ask me any questions you have as they arise! You can also 
consult the Student Handbook. 

Technology 
Laptops and tablets are permitted for note-taking purposes. This is subject to change if  they 
become a source of  distraction. Phones are verboten (forbidden). 

Discussion and classroom decorum 
It is to be expected that you will encounter a variety of  arguments, opinions, and 
perspectives over the quarter, a number of  which you may disagree with. Keep in mind that 
what seems obvious, true, or right to you may very well not seem that way to someone else. 

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/the-honor-system/


Polite, reasoned disagreement is welcomed - even encouraged! - but please maintain a 
respectful tone, particularly when addressing your colleagues. 

As an instructor, one of  my responsibilities is to help sustain a safe learning environment on 
our campus. I also have a mandatory reporting responsibility and am required to share with 
the University information regarding sexual misconduct or information about a crime that is 
related to me. 

Academic resources 
Aside from meeting with me during office hours, please feel free to make use of  the Writing 
Studio.  

Accessibility services 
I am committed to the full inclusion of  all students, as is the University. Students should 
contact the Student Access Services if  they are considering applying for academic 
accommodations. Please also speak with me if  you have a disability or other condition that 
might require accommodations or modification of  any of  these course procedures. 

Personal resources 
For students dealing with anxiety, depression, distress, or other concerns, the Psychological 
and Counseling Center (615.322.2571) can offer resources.  

For students dealing with domestic violence, harassment, stalking, retaliation, or sexual 
violence, resources available through Vanderbilt are listed here. Vanderbilt’s Project SAFE 
also offers a 24 hour hotline (615.322.SAFE (7233)). Be sure to check which services offer 
confidentiality and which do not. Resources outside of  Vanderbilt include the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline (1.800.799.7233) and RAINN’s National Sexual Assault 
Telephone Hotline (1.800.656.HOPE). One option for legal advice is Equal Rights 
Advocates (1.800.839.4ERA). 

General grading rubric 
A (100-90): demonstrates careful and thorough reading of  the text; answers all parts of  the 
question(s); provides a clearly articulated thesis; outlines the way in which thesis will be 
explicated; defends and supports thesis in the body of  the paper using textual evidence; 
considers counter-arguments, if  appropriate; argues, does not summarize; structurally 
elegant; writing is clear and straightforward. Excellent work. 

B (89-80): demonstrates familiarity with the text, though may rely more on lecture and 
discussion than on own reading, or may demonstrate a cursory reading; provides a solid 
thesis but may not explain how it will be defended, support it thoroughly with textual 
references, or develop arguments as fully as they ought to; may make selective use of  text to 
support claims; structurally, individual points may feel disconnected from one another. 
Writing is clear but with room for improvement. Good, but not excellent, work. 

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/writing/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/writing/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/student-access/
https://medschool.vanderbilt.edu/pcc/
https://medschool.vanderbilt.edu/pcc/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/title-ix/docs/VUOnePageResourcesList_Students_2017-18.pdf
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/projectsafe/
http://www.thehotline.org/
http://www.thehotline.org/
https://rainn.org/
https://rainn.org/
http://www.equalrights.org/legal-help/
http://www.equalrights.org/legal-help/


C (79-70): a weak, if  appropriate or topical, thesis that either 
does not require a strong defense or relate entirely to the 
original question(s); demonstrates minimal passing 
acquaintance with the material; evidence may be drawn 
primarily from lecture; substance of  paper may tend toward 
summary of  the text rather than critical engagement; does 
not attend to counter-arguments; individual paragraphs may 
be well-crafted but the paper overall lacks a sense of  
cohesion and attention to detail. Fair, but not good, work. 

D (69-60): does not provide a clear thesis; may not respond 
to the question(s); does not support claims with evidence; 
emphasizes opinion or summary over analysis; paper lacks 
structure; does not otherwise demonstrate mastery of  the 
concepts presented and analyzed in class; lack of  
organization makes paper difficult to follow; neglect of  
grammar, style, and writing. 

F (59-0): does not provide a thesis or respond to the 
question(s); may be purely opinion or  summary of  text(s); no 
attempt to convey an interpretation of  the material; lacking 
structure, coherence; no attention paid to grammar, style, and 
writing. 

Percent Letter Grade

94 - 100 A

90 - 93 A-

87 - 89 B+

83 - 86 B

80 - 82 B-

77 - 79 C+

73 - 76 C

70 - 72 C-

67 - 69 D+

63 - 66 D

60 - 62 D-

< 60 F


