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Course Description 
The decades preceding the French Revolution of 1789 witnessed clashes over competing constitutional 
orders; expanding definitions of citizenship and political rights; the relationship between commerce and 
politics; the tension between political stability and cultural innovation; and the legitimacy of 
governmental regimes. The purpose of this course is to consider these central issues in eighteenth-
century political thought through discussion of works across several genres, primarily those produced in 
England, Scotland, and France. Proceeding thematically, we will begin by considering what, exactly, 
participants in “the Enlightenment” understood themselves to be doing. We will then explore some of 
the period’s most enduring works, including those of Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Adam Smith. We will 
conclude by devoting particular attention to the “revolution controversy” of 1789-1793 that produced 
searing commentaries from Price, Burke, Wollstonecraft, Paine, and Godwin, among others, about the 
effects of the French Revolution. 

The approach of the course is contextual and historical; that is, we will examine how individual authors 
were motivated and constrained by their circumstances, why they raised the questions they did and gave 
their particular answers. Nonetheless, one aim of the class is to demonstrate that the analytic skills 
acquired in engaging these authors and their works can be brought to bear on a wide range of political 
questions, including those of our own time. 

Reading Schedule 
All readings need to be completed in advance of that day’s meeting. Readings marked with an asterisk 
will be available on the course site. 

Week 1 | The Enlightenment Project 
January 6 
Anthony Pagden, The Enlightenment and Why It Still Matters, “Introduction: What Is Enlightenment?”* 
Hume, “Of the Rise and Progress of the Arts and Sciences”* 
Kant, “What is Enlightenment?”* 
Optional: Robert Darnton, “George Washington’s False Teeth”* 

January 8 
Map of the System of Human Knowledge from Diderot’s Encyclopédie* 
Diderot, “Detailed Explanation of the System of Human Knowledge”* 
Optional: Robert Darnton, “Philosophers Trim the Tree of Knowledge: The Epistemological Strategy of  
 the Encyclopédie”* 
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Week 2 | Optimism and Pessimism  
January 13 
Voltaire, Preface and “Poem on the Lisbon Disaster,” pp. 95-108 
Rousseau, “Letter to Voltaire on Optimism,” pp. 108-122 
Voltaire, Candide, pp. 1-35 

January 15 
Voltaire, Candide, pp. 35-81 
Optional: Richard Holmes, “Voltaire’s Grin”*  

Week 3 | Constitutional Thought I: Liberalism 
January 20 
Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, books 1-5 

January 22 
Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, books 6-8 

Week 4 | Commerce and Politics 
January 27 
Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, books 13 and 20 
Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, excerpt in The Essential Adam  
 Smith, pp. 248-269 

January 29 
Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, excerpt in The Essential Adam  
  Smith, pp. 269-320            
Optional: Adam Gopnik, “Market Man: What Did Adam Smith Really Believe?”* 

Week 5 | Constitutional Thought II: Republicanism 
February 3 
Rousseau, Social Contract, book I 

February 5 
Rousseau, Social Contract, books II and III 

Week 6 | Constitutional Thought III: Republicanism, cont’d 
February 10 
Rousseau, Social Contract, book IV 
Optional: David A. Bell, “Happy Birthday to Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Why the World’s First Celebrity  
 Intellectual Still Matters”* 

February 12 
Midterm 

Week 7 | Moral Sentiment and the Public Sphere 
February 17 
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Mandeville, “An Enquiry into the Origin of Moral Virtue,” from The Fable of the Bees: Or Private Vices, 
Publick Benefits* 

Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, excerpt in The Essential Adam Smith, pp. 65-91 

February 19 
Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, excerpt in The Essential Adam Smith, pp. 91-147 

Week 8 | Sexual Politics: What is a woman (for man)? 
February 24 
Rousseau, Émile, or On Education, excerpt in The Essential Writings of Rousseau, pp. 280-289 
Wollstonecraft, Maria: or, The Wrongs of Woman, pp. 63-107 

February 26 
Wollstonecraft, Maria: or, The Wrongs of Woman, pp. 107-178 

Week 9 | Enlightenment and/against/or Empire  
March 3 
Diderot, “Supplement to the Voyage of Bougainville,” in Diderot: Political Writings, pp. 31-76 

March 5 
Diderot, Extracts from the Histoire des Deux Indes, in Diderot: Political Writings, pp. 165-214 

Week 10 | The Revolution Controversy: Debating Rights   
March 10 
Price, A Discourse on the Love of Our Country (4 November 1789) 
Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France, and on the Proceedings in Certain Societies in London  
 relative to That Event (November 1790) 
Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Men, in a Letter to the Right Honourable Edmund Burke 

(December 1790) 
Paine, Rights of Man: Being an Answer to Mr. Burke’s Attack on the French Revolution (March 1791) 

March 12 
Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: with Strictures on Political and Moral Subjects  
 (January 1792) 
Paine, Rights of Man. Part the Second. Combining Principle and Practice (February 1792) 
Godwin, An Enquiry concerning Political Justice, and Its Influence on General Virtue and Happiness 

(February 1793) 

Required Texts - All required texts will be on reserve at Powell. 
Diderot, Political Writings, ed. John Hope Mason and Robert Wokler (978-0521369114) 
Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws (978-0521369749) 
Voltaire, Candide and Related Texts (978-0872205468) 
Wollstonecraft, Mary and The Wrongs of Woman (978-0199538904) 
The Essential Adam Smith, ed. Robert Heilbroner (978-0393955309) 
The Essential Writings of Rousseau, ed. Leo Damrosch (978-0812980387) 
Romanticism and Revolution: A Reader, eds. Jon Mee and David Fallon (978-1444330441) 
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Course Requirements 
• Reading quizzes (20%): Three or four unscheduled quizzes will be given over the quarter. 
• Midterm exam (35%): The midterm will be given in class. 
• Final exam (45%): The final will be a take-home exam due during exam week. 

There will be no make-up exams for the midterm or the final exam and no extensions granted for the 
final exam, except in the case of an emergency. Please plan accordingly! Late exams will lose three 

points for every day that they are late, including weekends. 

Honors Contract 
If you are interested in adding an honors contract to this course, you must be in touch with me by the 
end of week two. 

Office Hours 
You are welcome to drop by my office hours unannounced! If, however, you’d like to schedule an 
appointment, please go to mgallagher.youcanbook.me.  

Academic Honesty 
Integrity is essential to all of the work you do here at UCLA. I take academic honesty very seriously. 
Anyone found cheating will automatically fail the related assignment(s). All issues of cheating and 
plagiarism will be documented and reported to the Dean of Students. The best way to avoid any trouble 
is simply to ask me any questions you have about what does and does not constitute plagiarism – it can 
seem like a very confusing subject, but we can get a handle on it rather easily. Please read the UCLA 
Student Guide to Academic Integrity as a primer. 

Classroom Decorum 
It is to be expected that you will encounter a variety of arguments, opinions, and perspectives over the 
quarter, a number of which you may disagree with. Polite, reasoned disagreement is welcomed - even 
encouraged! - but please maintain a respectful tone, particularly when addressing your colleagues. 

The Office for Students with Disabilities 
If you are registered with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD), or are considering registering, 
and you wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible. No 
accommodations will be granted for the course without notification from OSD. You can find out more 
about the OSD and the services they provide at their website. 

Recommended Reading 
The secondary literature on the Enlightenment is vast. Here are some good places to start if you wish to 
familiarize yourself with the period and its intellectual debates. If you have any particular interests 
(imperialism; women and gender; race; commerce; religion, etc.), let me know and I can give you more 
specific pointers. 

Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (1992) 
Andrew Curran, The Anatomy of Blackness: Science and Slavery in an Age of Enlightenment  (2011) 
Robert Darnton, The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History (1984) 
Dan Edelstein, The Enlightenment: A Genealogy (2010) 
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Peter Gay, The Enlightenment, Volume 1: The Rise of Modern Paganism (1966) 
---, The Enlightenment, Volume 2: The Science of Freedom (1969) 
Dena Goodman, The Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment (1994) 
Carla Hesse, The Other Enlightenment: How French Women Became Modern (2001) 
Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism before Its 
 Triumph (1977) 
Lynn Hunt, Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution (1984) 
Lisa Jardine, Ingenious Pursuits: Building the Scientific Revolution (1999) 
Henry F. May, The Enlightenment in America (1976) 
James Van Horn Melton, The Rise of the Public in Enlightenment Europe (2001) 
Anthony Pagden, The Enlightenment and Why It Still Matters (2013) 
Roy Porter, The Creation of the Modern World: The Untold Story of the British Enlightenment (2000) 
---, Flesh in the Age of Reason: The Modern Foundations of Body and Soul (2003) 
Peter Reill, The German Enlightenment and the Rise Of Historicism (1975) 
Peter Reill and Ellen Judy Wilson, Encyclopedia of the Enlightenment, revised edition (2004) 
David Sorkin, The Religious Enlightenment: Protestants, Jews, and Catholics from London to Vienna  
 (2008) 

General Grading Rubric 
A (100-90): demonstrates careful and thorough reading of the text; answers all parts of the question(s); 
provides a clearly articulated thesis; outlines the way in which thesis will be explicated; defends and 
supports thesis in the body of the paper using textual evidence; considers counter-arguments, if 
appropriate; argues, does not summarize; structurally elegant; writing is clear and straightforward. 
Excellent work. 
B (89-80): demonstrates familiarity with the text, though may rely more on lecture and discussion than 
on own reading, or may demonstrate a cursory reading; provides a solid thesis but may not explain how 
it will be defended, support it thoroughly with textual references, or develop arguments as fully as they 
ought to; may make selective use of text to support claims; structurally, individual points may feel 
disconnected from one another. Writing is clear but with room for improvement. Good, but not 
excellent, work. 
C (79-70): a weak, if appropriate or topical, thesis that either does not require a strong defense or relate 
entirely to the original question(s); demonstrates minimal passing acquaintance with the material; 
evidence may be drawn primarily from lecture; substance of paper may tend toward summary of the text 
rather than critical engagement; does not attend to counter-arguments; individual paragraphs may be 
well-crafted but the paper overall lacks a sense of cohesion and attention to detail. Fair, but not good, 
work. 
D (69-60): does not provide a clear thesis; may not respond to the question(s); does not support claims 
with evidence; emphasizes opinion or summary over analysis; paper lacks structure; does not otherwise 
demonstrate mastery of the concepts presented and analyzed in class; lack of organization makes paper 
difficult to follow; neglect of grammar, style, and writing. 
F (59-0): does not provide a thesis or respond to the question(s); may be purely opinion or  summary of 
text(s); no attempt to convey an interpretation of the material; lacking structure, coherence; no attention 
paid to grammar, style, and writing.
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