
a Republics and Letters: Politics and/as Literature   Spring 2013 

Tuesdays, 12-3 pm in Slichter 2834  

“By nature all good novels are political because identifying with the other is political.” - Orhan Pamuk

Instructor: Megan Gallagher           Email: mgallagher@ucla.edu
O!ce: Bunche 3360             Campus mailing address: Box 951472 
O!ce hours: Mondays, 2:30-4:30      

1 Course description
The great political thinkers of the British and French Enlightenments wrote across generic boundaries. 
In addition to the traditional emphasis on history and philosophy, they composed poetry; drafted 
essays, manifestos, and short stories; engaged in correspondence with associates, rivals, and royalty; 
skewered their targets with satire; produced reference works unsurpassed for centuries; and 
contributed to the creation of the novel. This seminar will examine the ways in which the political and 
philosophical concerns of Enlightenment thought (including the status of knowledge; the relationship 
between reason and emotion; the rise of imperialism; the role of women in society; and the ideal form of 
government) are explored in these alternative genres, paying particular attention to literary texts. We 
will focus on the roles of agency, authority, and speech in political discourse and literature, while also 
considering the intersection of reading practices, knowledge production, and emergent democratic and 
republican politics in Enlightenment Europe and the relationship between "ction, philosophy, and 
political action, more broadly construed. 

1 Required texts
Edelstein, The Enlightenment: A Genealogy (978-0226184494)
Gra# and Birkenstein, “They Say/I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing  
 (978-0393933611)
Montesquieu, The Persian Letters (978-0192806352)
Rousseau, The Reveries of the Solitary Walker (978-0199563272)
de Sade, The Misfortunes of Virtue and Other Early Tales (978-0199540426)
Sterne, A Sentimental Journey (978-0486434735) 
Voltaire, Candide and Related Texts (978-0872205468)
Wollstonecraft, Mary and The Wrongs of Woman (978-0199538904)
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NB: The texts are available at the bookstore in Ackerman, though feel free to purchase them through 
your favorite bookstore; to borrow them from the library; or generally do whatever’s most convenient. 
You do need these speci"c editions, however, so I’ve listed the ISBN-13 after the titles. (Whether you 
have paper copies or digital is up to you.) Other readings will be available on the course site.

1 Reading schedule
NB: All reading needs to be done before the week’s seminar convenes.  Readings marked ONLINE are 
either posted on, or linked to via, the course website.

Week 1: Republics and Letters
Dan Edelstein, The Enlightenment: A Genealogy (2010), pp. 1-118
Joshua Landy, “Corruption by Literature,” Republics of Letters: A Journal for the Study of Knowledge, 
 Politics, and the Arts 1.2 (2010) (ONLINE)

Week 2: Authorities, Old and New
Jonathan Swift, “The Battle of the Books” (1704) (ONLINE)
Alexander Pope, An Essay on Man (1734) (ONLINE)
Samuel Johnson, The Vanity of Human Wishes (1749) (ONLINE)

Week 3: Optimism and Pessimism | *make sure to read texts in listed order
Voltaire, Preface and “Poem on the Lisbon Disaster” (1755), pp. 95-108
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Letter to Voltaire on Optimism” (1756), pp. 108-122
Voltaire, Candide (1759), pp. 1-79
OPTIONAL: Victor Gourevitch, “Rousseau on Providence,” The Review of Metaphysics 53.3 (2000), 
 565-611 (ONLINE)
OPTIONAL: Richard Holmes, “Voltaire’s Grin,” The New York Review of Books Vol. XLII, no. 19, 
 November 30, 1995, pp. 49-55 (ONLINE)

Week 4: Author(izing) Knowledge
Jean le Rond d'Alembert, Preliminary Discourse to the Encyclopedia of Diderot. Part I (1751) 
 (ONLINE)
Encyclopédie ou Dictionnaire raisonné des sciences, des arts et des métiers, par une Société de Gens de 
 lettres (1751-1772), excerpts (ONLINE)
Map of the System of Human Knowledge (ONLINE)
Robert Darnton, “Philosophers Trim the Tree of Knowledge: The Epistemological Strategy of the 
 Encyclopédie,” in The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History 
 (1984),  pp. 190-213 (TBA)
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OPTIONAL: Denis Diderot, “Detailed Explanation of the System of Human Knowledge” (1751) 
 (ONLINE)

Week 5: Travel Writing, Race, and Enlightenment Orientalism I - FIRST PAPER DUE
Charles-Louis de Secondat, baron de La Brède et de Montesquieu, The Persian Letters (1721), 
 Montesquieu’s Preface and Letters 1-89
OPTIONAL: Srinivas Aravamudan, Enlightenment Orientalism: Resisting the Rise of the Novel 
 (2011), pp. 1-32 and 76-97 (LIBRARY RESERVE)

Week 6: Travel Writing, Race, and Enlightenment Orientalism II
Montesquieu, The Persian Letters (1721), Letters 90-150 and “Some Re$ections on the Persian 
 Letters” (pp. 227-228)

Week 7: The Cult of Sensibility: Emotions against the Enlightenment
Laurence Sterne, A Sentimental Journey (1768), pp. 1-108
OPTIONAL: Thomas Keymer, “Sentimental Fiction: Ethics, Social Critique and Philanthropy,” in 
 The Cambridge History of English Literature, 1660–1780, edited by John Richetti, pp. 572-601 
 (ONLINE)

Week 8: Life Writing: Know Thyself !
Rousseau, The Reveries of the Solitary Walker (1782), pp. 3-108
OPTIONAL: Virginia E. Swain, “‘La Neuvième Rêverie’: On Reading a ‘Man's’ Autobiography,” 
 Studies in Romanticism 26.4 (1987): 573-590 (ONLINE)

Week 9: Les Liaisons Dangereuses: Libertine Politics - FINAL PAPER OUTLINE DUE IN CLASS
Donatien Alphonse François, Marquis de Sade, The Misfortunes of Virtue (1787), pp. 1-148
OPTIONAL: Pierre St.-Amand, “Original Vengeance: Politics, Anthropology, and the French 
 Enlightenment,” Eighteenth-Century Studies 26.3 (1993): 399-417 (ONLINE)

Week 10: Sexual Politics: The Rights and Wrongs of Women
Mary Wollstonecraft, The Wrongs of Woman, or Maria (1798), pp. 63-178
OPTIONAL: Anne Mellor, “Righting the Wrongs of Woman: Mary Wollstonecraft’s Maria,” 
 Nineteenth-Century Contexts 19.4 (1996): 413-424 (LIBRARY)
OPTIONAL: Janet Todd, “Reason and Sensibility in Mary Wollstonecraft’s ‘The Wrongs of Woman,” 
 Frontiers 5.3 (1980): 17-20 (ONLINE)

Exam week: FINAL ASSIGNMENT DUE
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1 Course requirements
Your participation in class discussion determines the largest percentage of your "nal grade. You are 
expected to attend every week and be fully prepared, with the texts. 

Each week, by Monday at 9pm, you will submit a 200-250 word reading response to the course 
website. The best approach to the responses is to pick out some aspect of the readings that appeals to 
you, perplexes you, irks you (i.e., something you’d like to discuss in class) and focus on that, rather than 
try to do a comprehensive review of complex texts in fewer than 250 words. No response is due during 
week 5 and you also get one other by-week of your choosing. In other words, you’ll turn in eight 
responses over ten weeks.

There will be a 5-page analytic/interpretive paper due in class in week 5. The "nal assignment of 10 to 
12 pages will involve both creating writing and analysis and be due during exam week.

1 Important dates
week 5 (April 30): "rst paper due in class
week 9 (May 28): outline of "nal paper due in class
exam week: "nal paper due

1 Grading
Participation 35%
Reading responses (due weeks 1-4 and 6-10) 15%
Short paper (due week 5) 20%
Final assignment (due exam week) 30%

1 Academic honesty and plagiarism
Academic integrity is essential to all of the work you will do over the next several years. I take academic 
honesty very seriously. Anyone found cheating will automatically fail the related assignment(s). All 
issues of cheating and plagiarism will be documented and reported to the Dean of Students. The best 
way to avoid any trouble is simply to ask me any questions you have about what does and does not 
constitute plagiarism – it can seem like a very confusing subject, but we can get a handle on it rather 
easily. Please read the UCLA Student Guide to Academic Integrity on the course site as a primer.

1 The O!ce for Students with Disabilities
If you are registered with the O!ce for Students with Disabilities (OSD), or are considering registering, 
and you wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible. You can "nd 
out more about the OSD and the services they provide at their website: http://www.osd.ucla.edu
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