
Encounters: Transformations                     Professor Megan Gallagher 
Whitman College General Studies 145-W     gallagme@whitman.edu 
M, 10:00-10:50, and W-F, 11:00-11:50         Office: Maxey Hall 133 
Maxey Hall 209       Office hours: W 1-2, R 3-4, and by appointment 
  

Course description 
This course is the first half of a year-long introduction to the liberal arts. Not only does Encounters offer 
all first-year students a common set of texts and references which you will have in common throughout 
your time here, the class also inducts you into the estimable tradition of liberal arts scholarship that dates 
back to the Renaissance. Rather than relying on the interpretations of others, we will go straight to 
primary sources and engage them together through discussion and debate. In doing so, we will 
emphasize the cultivation of critical thinking and analytical arguments via close reading of texts. 

Encounters provides the opportunity to develop skills that will serve you well over the next four years 
and beyond. Our approach will be thematic and interdisciplinary. Readings are drawn from a number of 
different disciplines - literature, philosophy, sociology, and biology, among others - and are animated by 
a set of common concerns, divided into themes such as “origins and beginnings” and “transforming the 
self.” We will also examine how particular authors were both motivated and constrained by their 
circumstances, why they raised the questions they did and gave their specific answers. In other words, 
we will consider the context out of which each work emerged. While our primary focus will be on written 
texts, we will also analyze works of art and film. A visit late in the semester to Penrose Library’s Archives 
and Special Collections will give us the opportunity to discuss all objects on the syllabus as part of our 
shared material culture and to consider different methods for their analysis. 

This is a writing intensive course. Certain classes will be devoted to workshops in which we address 
issues first-year students frequently confront, such as drafting a strong introduction and revising one’s 
own work. Note also that the reading is demanding: it will likely take longer than more expository texts 
to complete and it will sometimes address ideas at a highly conceptual level. Give yourself adequate 
time to read in advance of class. The goal of our discussions will be to help you unpack and think 
through what you have read. 

Reading schedule 

Week 1 
W 9/2  Begin Unit I – Origins and Beginnings  
  Mary Shelley, Frankenstein, Vol. 1, from Preface to the end of Chapter 4, pp. 45-88 
F 9/4  Shelley, Frankenstein, from Vol. 1, Chapter 5, to Vol. 2, Chapter 3, pp. 88-127 

Week 2 
M 9/7  Shelley, Frankenstein, from Vol. 2, Chapter 4, to Volume 3, Chapter 3, pp. 127-181 
W 9/9  Shelley, Frankenstein, Vol. 3, Chapter 4 to the end of the novel, pp. 181-221 
F 9/11  Writing workshop: what is a college essay? 
  Lawrence McEnerney and Joseph M. Williams, “Writing in College”* 
Week 3 
M 9/14  Jim Dine, Carnival 
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W 9/16  Plenary Lecture on Carnival by Professor Michelle Acuff (Whitman Art Department) 
F 9/18  Genesis, Books 1-2 

Week 4 
M 9/21  Genesis, Books 3-11 
W 9/23  Genesis, Books 12-22 
F 9/25  Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 3-17 and 71-75 

Week 5 
M 9/28  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 21-48  
  First paper topics distributed 
W 9/30  In-class paper brainstorm (computer permitted!) 
F 10/2  de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, pp. 279, 283, 753-766 

Week 6 
M 10/5  Writing workshop: crafting an introduction 
  Draft introductory paragraph for first short paper due in class 
W 10/7  First short paper due in class 
  Begin Unit II – Transforming the Self  
  The Bhagavad Gita, 1-2 
F 10/9  No class - fall break 

Week 7 
M 10/12 The Bhagavad Gita, 3-6 
W 10/14 The Bhagavad Gita, 7-12 
F 10/16  Plato, Symposium, pp. 1-24 

Week 8 
M 10/19 Plato, Symposium, pp. 24-44 
  Second paper topics distributed 
W 10/21 Plato, Symposium, pp. 45-60 
F 10/23  Plato, Symposium, pp. 61-77 

Week 9 
M 10/26 Writing workshop: peer review  
  Outline of second short paper due in class 
W 10/29 W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk, pp. v-35 
F 10/30  DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk, pp. 37-82 

Week 10 
M 11/2  DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk, pp. 83-131 
  Second short paper due in class 
W 11/4  DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk, pp. 133-165 
F 11/6  Begin Unit III – Conditions of Mutability  
  Plenary Lecture on Keats by Professor Sharon Alker (Whitman English Department) 
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Week 11 Writing meetings 
M 11/9  John Keats, “When I have fears that I may cease to be” (51), “Bright Star, would I were” 
  (52)   
W 11/11 Keats, “Ode to a Nightingale” (34), “Ode on a Grecian Urn” (36) 
F 11/13  Jules David Prown, “Mind in Matter: An Introduction to Material Culture Theory and  
  Method,” Winterthur Portfolio 17.1 (1982): 1-19* 
  Visit to the Penrose Library Archives  
   
Week 12 Writing meetings 
M 11/16 Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species, pp. 1-6 and 60-79 
W 11/18 Darwin, On the Origin of Species, pp. 80-130 
F 11/21  Darwin, On the Origin of Species, pp. 171-206 and 480-490   
  Third paper topics distributed 
   
Week 13 
11/23   No class - Thanksgiving break 
11/25  No class - Thanksgiving break 
11/27  No class - Thanksgiving break 

Week 14 
M 11/30 Sigmund Freud, The Uncanny, pp. 123-159 
W 12/2  reread Freud, The Uncanny, pp. 123-159  
F 12/4  Pedro Almodóvar, All About My Mother 
  
  There will be three screenings of All About My Mother, on Wednesday, 12/2; Thursday,  
  12/3; and Sunday, 12/6. All will begin at 7pm in Maxey Auditorium. Please plan to  
  attend one screening and to watch the film before our 12/4 class. 

Week 15 
M 12/7  discussion of Almodóvar, All About My Mother 
  Writing workshop: peer review  
  Outline of third short paper due in class 
W 12/9  discussion of Almodóvar, All About My Mother 
F 12/11  In class final exam 
  Third short paper due in class 

Required texts 
Robert Alter, Genesis (W. W. Norton, 039331670X) 
Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, trans. Borde and Malovany-Chevallier (030727778X) 
The Bhagavad Gita, trans. Miller (0553213652) 
Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species: A Facsimile of the First Edition (978-0674637528) 
W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk (0486280411) 
Sigmund Freud, The Uncanny, trans. McLintock (0142437476) 
Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual, 7th edition (978-1457642326) 
John Keats, Lyric Poems (0486268713) 
Plato, Symposium, trans. Nehamas and Woodruff (0872200760) 
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Mary Shelley, Frankenstein: The Original 1818 Text, 3rd edition (978-1554811038) 

It is crucial that you use the listed editions. Inexpensive used copies are widely available online.  

* Readings not included in the required texts will be available on, or via, the course website. 

Course requirements 
Short papers (20% each): Three short papers (1000-1200 words) will be due through the semester. 
Further details will be given in class.  

Some class meetings will be given over to writing workshops to help prepare and revise your work.  
- The in-class exercise on September 30 is ungraded but will give you the chance to brainstorm ideas 

about the main points you wish to discuss in your first paper.  
- A draft introductory paragraph for the first paper will be due in class on October 5 for a writing 

workshop. It will contribute to the paper’s final grade. 
- An outline of the second paper will be due in class on October 26 for a peer review workshop; it 

will constitute 5% of the paper’s final grade. 
- An outline of the third paper will be due in class on December 7 for a peer review workshop; it will 

constitute 5% of the paper’s final grade. 

In weeks 11 and 12, everyone will have a one-on-one meeting with me to discuss their first two papers 
and how to best approach the third. 

Final exam (20%): The final exam will be given during our last class meeting on December 11. 

Participation (20%): Regular attendance is required, barring illness. There are many ways to participate, 
from offering your own thoughts, to asking your classmates to expand on or clarify points they have 
made, to speaking with me in office hours. Your reading responses should help you prepare! Please 
remember that quantity of comments does not reflect quality and our aim is to have a quality discussion. 

Important dates 
September 30: in-class free-write exercise 
October 5: draft introductory paragraph for first short paper due 
October 7: first short paper due 
October 9: no class 
October 26: second short paper outline due 
November 2: second short paper due 
November 23-27: no class 
December 7: third short paper outline due 
December 11: third short paper due and in-class final exam 

Academic honesty 
Integrity is essential to all of the work you do here at Whitman. I take academic honesty very seriously. 
Anyone found cheating or plagiarizing will automatically fail the related assignment(s). All issues of 
cheating and plagiarism will be documented and reported to the Dean of Students.  
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The best way to avoid any trouble is simply to ask me any questions you have about what does and does 
not constitute plagiarism – it can seem like a very confusing subject, but we can get a handle on it rather 
easily. As described in the Whitman Student Handbook, “plagiarism occurs when you, intentionally or 
due to your own negligence, use someone else’s words, ideas, or data without proper 
acknowledgment.” Please see the Handbook for further information and ask me any questions you have 
as they arise! 

Technology 
The use of laptops, tablets, and (smart)phones is verboten (forbidden). All items must be muted for the 
duration of class. Readings posted online must be printed and brought to class. 

Classroom decorum 
It is to be expected that you will encounter a variety of arguments, opinions, and perspectives over the 
quarter, a number of which you may disagree with. Polite, reasoned disagreement is welcomed - even 
encouraged! - but please maintain a respectful tone, particularly when addressing your colleagues. 

Accessibility and Disability Support Services 
If you are a student with a disability who will need accommodations in this course, please meet with 
either Julia Dunn, Associate Dean of Students (Memorial 325, 509.527.5213, dunnjl@whitman.edu) or 
Rebecca Frost, Director of Student Success and Disability Support Services (Memorial 325, 
509.527.5213, frostr@whitman.edu) for assistance in developing a plan to address your academic needs. 
Feel free to speak with me as well. All information about disabilities is considered private and will be 
treated with discretion. You can find out more about Whitman’s Disability Support Services at their 
website. 

General grading rubric 
A+/A/A- (100-90): demonstrates careful and thorough reading of the text; answers all parts of the 
question(s); provides a clearly articulated thesis; outlines the way in which thesis will be explicated; 
defends and supports thesis in the body of the paper using textual evidence; considers counter-
arguments, if appropriate; argues, does not summarize; structurally elegant; writing is clear and 
straightforward. Excellent work. 
B+/B/B- (89-80): demonstrates familiarity with the text, though may rely more on lecture and discussion 
than on own reading, or may demonstrate a cursory reading; provides a solid thesis but may not explain 
how it will be defended, support it thoroughly with textual references, or develop arguments as fully as 
they ought to; may make selective use of text to support claims; structurally, individual points may feel 
disconnected from one another. Writing is clear but with room for improvement. Good, but not 
excellent, work. 
C+/C/C- (79-70): a weak, if appropriate or topical, thesis that either does not require a strong defense or 
relate entirely to the original question(s); demonstrates minimal passing acquaintance with the material; 
evidence may be drawn primarily from lecture; substance of paper may tend toward summary of the text 
rather than critical engagement; does not attend to counter-arguments; individual paragraphs may be 
well-crafted but the paper overall lacks a sense of cohesion and attention to detail. Fair, but not good, 
work. 
D+/D/D- (69-60): does not provide a clear thesis; may not respond to the question(s); does not support 
claims with evidence; emphasizes opinion or summary over analysis; paper lacks structure; does not 
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otherwise demonstrate mastery of the concepts presented and analyzed in class; lack of organization 
makes paper difficult to follow; neglect of grammar, style, and writing. 
F (59-0): does not provide a thesis or respond to the question(s); may be purely opinion or  summary of 
text(s); no attempt to convey an interpretation of the material; lacking structure, coherence; no attention 
paid to grammar, style, and writing. 

Late assignments will lose one-third of a letter grade (i.e., an A- becomes a B+) for every day that they 
are late, including weekends. Assignments not submitted will receive an F. All assignments must be 
submitted in order to pass the course. 

Academic resources on campus 
Center fOr Writing and Speaking (COWS) 
Whitman Workshop Wednesdays 

The fine print 
Guidelines for Common Procedure in The First-Year Experience 

I. Writing assignments are to be set by each instructor within the following requirements: 
A. Each semester, students will complete a minimum of four analytical written assignments in which 

they develop evidence-supported arguments.  These assignments must total at least sixteen 
original pages of writing. 

B. The course will also include practice in substantive revision. 
II. At the end of each semester, students will complete a final graded exercise distinct from the four 

minimum written assignments outlined above. 
III. Students who wish to change Encounters sections may do so only at the semester break, prior to the 

beginning of second semester, by making a request to the Registrar. Students are not allowed to 
choose which section they would like to enter. Those students who seek to change sections will be 
assigned to other sections by the Registrar. 

IV. All assignments must be completed for a student to receive a passing grade. If a student fails to turn 
in a paper or to take an examination, that student must receive an F or an Incomplete for the 
semester. 

V. The penalties for academic dishonesty are described in the Statement on Academic Honesty and 
Plagiarism that all students accept as proper rules for academic behavior when they arrive on 
campus. These policies will be fully enforced by your Encounters professor. 

VI. The grading criteria in the various sections are determined by each instructor. Some sections may 
place a greater emphasis upon some aspect of the students’ work (papers, oral reports, participation 
in discussion, examinations, etc.) in the determination of a course grade. This course has a common 
set of readings, but the process of evaluation is unique to each section. 

VII. Attendance, itself, is necessary but not sufficient. This course seeks to enable students to develop 
their abilities to engage in critical and spirited discussion with one another and their professor, in 
ways that encourage them to be intellectually ambitious, vulnerable, and open-minded.  Students’ 
active participation in the conversation is thus essential.
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