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Course Description  
Feminism understands itself  to be fundamentally liberatory - that is, concerned with 
increasing liberty, particularly (but not exclusively) of  women. Feminist political theory often 
treats freedom within a liberal framework that prioritizes individual rights: for example, the 
right to control one’s reproductive health, the right to equal pay, or the right not to 
experience harassment. According to this framework, to be free is to enjoy one’s rights 
without interference or limitation. 

The aim of  this course is to think about freedom beyond rights. Specifically, we will consider 
1) what it means to be a free political actor, 2) whether freedom is the highest political good, 
3), whether, and how, freedom is compatible with other values, such as equality and justice, 
and 4) how different kinds of  politics, social norms, and modes of  living might affect 
attempts to increase and experience freedom. We will also consider the consequences of  a 
normative commitment to freedom and question, in the words of  Saba Mahmood, “the 
ways in which these liberal presuppositions [of  freedom and autonomy] have become 
naturalized in the scholarship on gender.”  

We will begin in the first two sections of  the course by familiarizing ourselves with the liberal 
framework and then with different approaches to freedom that begin to move us beyond 
‘rights talk’: care for the self, political action, and individual agency. From there, we will turn 
to modes of  life and political practices that explicitly reject the liberal individualist 
framework of  rights. We will focus on communities of  resistance, refusal, fugitivity and 
marronage, and alternative relationships to embodiment and the wider world, including 
nature and non-human animals. We will conclude by thinking about the relationship between 
emancipation, dreaming, and imagination. 

Reading Schedule 

I. Ways of  thinking about freedom 

W, 8/21 Catherine Rottenberg, “The Rise of  Neoliberal Feminism,” Cultural Studies   
  28.3 (2014): 418-437. 
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F, 8/23 Michel Foucault, “The Ethics of  the Concern for the Self  as a Practice of    
  Freedom,” in Essential Works of  Foucault, vol. I (1997 [1984]), pp. 281-301 

M, 8/26  Hannah Arendt, “What Is Freedom?,” in Between Past and Future (2006 [1968]),   
  pp. 142-155 

  Linda Zerilli, “Why Feminism and Freedom Both Begin with the Letter F,” in  
  Feminism and the Abyss of  Freedom (2005), pp. 1-25 

W, 8/28  No class (APSA conference) 

F, 8/30  No class (APSA conference) 

M, 9/2  No class (Labor Day) 

II. Agency 

W, 9/4  Sharon Krause, “Non-sovereign Agency,” in Freedom Beyond Sovereignty:    
  Reconstructing Liberal Individualism (2015), pp. 21-57 

F, 9/6  Krause, “Plural Freedom,” in Freedom Beyond Sovereignty, pp. 165-184 

M, 9/9  Sirma Bilge, “Beyond Subordination vs. Resistance: An Intersectional  
  Approach to the Agency of  Veiled Muslim Women,” Journal of  Intercultural  
  Studies 31.1 (2010): 9-28. 

W, 9/11 Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi, “The Reign of  Terror, Women’s Issues, and  
  Feminist Politics,” in Foucault in Iran: Islamic Revolution after the Enlightenment  
  (2016), pp. 113-158 

F, 9/13 Writing hour 

III. Communities of  resistance 

M, 9/16 Dean Spade, preface, “Introduction: Rights, Movements, and Critical Trans   
  Politics,” “Trans Law and Politics on a Neoliberal Landscape,” “What’s Wrong 
  with Rights?”, and “Rethinking Transphobia and Power - Beyond a Rights   
  Framework,” in Normal Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and the   
  Limits of  Law (2011), pp. ix-xvi and 1-72 

W, 9/18 Spade, “Administrating Gender,” “Law Reform and Movement Building,” and   
  “Conclusion: ‘This Is a Protest, Not a Parade,’” in Normal Life, pp. 73-118 

F, 9/20 Writing hour 

draft 8.15.19 !2



M, 9/23 Jessica Krug, “Introduction: Fugitive Modernities: Chronotope, Epistemology,  
  and Subjectivity” and “Kafuxi Ambari and the People without State’s History:   
  Forging Kisama Reputations, c. 11580-1630,” in Fugitive Modernities: Kisama and   
  the Politics of  Freedom (2018), pp. 1-57 

W, 9/25 Krug, “‘They Publicize to the Neighboring Nations That the Arms of  Your   
  Majesty Do Not Conquer’: Fugitive Politics and Legitimacy, c. 1620-55” and   
  “‘The Husbands Having First Laid Down Their Lives in Their Defense’:   
  Gender, Food, and Politics in the War of  1655-58,” in Fugitive Modernities, pp.   
  58-110 

F, 9/27 Writing hour 

M, 9/30 Krug, “(Mis)Taken Identities: Kisama and the Politics of  Naming in the 
  Palenque Limón, New Kingdom of  Grenada, c. 1570-1634” and “Fugitive   
  Angola: Toward a New History of  Palmares,” in Fugitive Modernities, pp.  
  111-163 

W, 10/2 Krug, “‘The Ashes of  Revolutionary Fires Burn Hot’: Brazilian and Angolan   
  Nationalism and the ‘Colonial’ and ‘Postcolonial’ Life of  the Kisama Meme, c. 
  1700-Present” and “Conclusion: Fugitive Modernities in the Neoliberal   
  Afterlife of  the Nation-State,” in Fugitive Modernities, pp. 164-194 

F, 10/4  Peer review workshop 

IV. Refusal 

M, 10/7 Kathi Weeks, “Introduction: The Problem with Work” and “Working    
  Demands: From Wages for Housework to Basic Income,” in The Problem with   
  Work: Feminism, Marxism, Antiwork Politics, and Postwork Imaginaries (2011), pp.   
  1-30 (skim 31-36) and 113-150 

W, 10/9 Weeks, “‘Hours for What We Will’: Work, Family, and the Demand for Shorter 
  Hours” in The Problem with Work, pp. 151-174 

F, 10/11 Midterm due 

  Writing hour 

V. Fugitivity 

M, 10/14 Neil Roberts, “Introduction” and “The Disavowal of  Slave Agency,” in   
  Freedom as Marronage (2015), pp. 3-50 
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W, 10/16 Roberts, “Comparative Freedom and the Flight from Slavery” and “Sovereign   
  Marronage and Its Others,” in Freedom as Marronage, pp. 51-112 

F, 10/18 Writing hour 

M, 10/21 Roberts, “Sociogenic Marronage in a Slave Revolution,” in Freedom as    
  Marronage, pp. 113-138 

W, 10/23 Melvin Rogers, ed., symposium on Freedom as Marronage, Theory & Event 20.1   
  (January 2017) 

F, 10/25 No class (APT conference) 

M, 10/28 Katherine McKittrick, “Freedom is a Secret: The Future Usability of  the 
  Underground,” in Black Geographies and the Politics of  Place (2007), eds.    
  McKittrick and Clyde Woods, pp. 97-114 

W, 10/30 C. Riley Snorton, “Trans Capable: Fungiblity, Fugitivity, and the Matter of  
  Being,” in Black on Both Sides: A Racial History of  Trans Identity (2017), pp. 55-98 

F, 11/1 No class (mid-semester break) 

VI. Embodiment 

M, 11/4 Iris Marion Young, “Throwing like a Girl: A Phenomenology of  Feminine   
  Body Comportment Motility and Spatiality,” in On Female Body Experience:   
  “Throwing Like a Girl” and Other Essays (2005 [1990]), pp. 27-45 

W, 11/6 Donna J. Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technology, and Socialist-  
  Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century,” in Simians, Cyborgs, and Women: The   
  Reinvention of  Nature (1991), pp. 149-181 

F, 11/8 Writing hour 

M, 11/11 Dorothy Ko, “The Body as Attire: The Shifting Meanings of  Footbinding in   
  Seventeenth-Century China,” Journal of  Women’s History 8.4 (1997): 8-27. 

W, 11/13 Hagar Kotef, “Little Chinese Feet Encased in Iron Shoes: Freedom,  
  Movement, Gender, and Empire in Western Political Thought,” Political Theory   
  43.3 (2015): 334-355.  

F,  11/15 Writing hour 

VII. Anthropocene 
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M,  11/18 Cora Diamond, “Eating Meat and Eating People,” Philosophy 53, no. 206  
  (1978): 465-479. 

W,  11/20 Val Plumwood, “Ecological Ethics from Rights to Recognition: Multiple 
  Spheres of  Justice for Humans, Animals and Nature,” in Global Ethics and   
  Environment, ed. Nicholas Low (2002), pp. 188-212 

F,  11/22 Writing hour 
  
M,  11/25 Lori Gruen, “Attending to Nature: Empathetic Engagement with the More   
  than Human World,” Ethics and the Environment 14.2 (2009): 23-38. 

W,  11/27 No class (Thanksgiving) 

F,  11/29 No class (Thanksgiving) 

VIII. Emancipations 

M, 12/2 Robin D.G. Kelley, “‘This Battlefield Called Life’: Black Feminist Dreams,” in   
  Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination (2002), pp. 135-156 

W, 12/4 Sharon Sliwinski, Mandela’s Dark Years: A Political Theory of  Dreaming (2015) 

F, 12/6 Peer review workshop 

  Conclusions 

Exam week Final paper due 

Required Texts 
Jessica Krug, Fugitive Modernities: Kisama and the Politics of  Freedom (978-1478001546) 
Neil Roberts, Freedom as Marronage (978-0226201047) - available as library e-book 
Dean Spade, Normal Life: Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics, and the Limits of  Law 

(978-0822360407) - available as library e-book 

All readings not included in the required texts will be available on Blackboard. 

Optional Texts 
Sharon Krause, Freedom Beyond Sovereignty: Reconstructing Liberal Individualism (978-0226234694) 
Kathi Weeks, The Problem with Work: Feminism, Marxism, Antiwork Politics, and Postwork 

Imaginaries (978-0822351122) - available as library e-book 
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Assignments and Requirements 
Attendance, preparation, and participation (20%): This class will be discussion-based and so 
regular attendance, preparation, and participation are required. There will be ample 
opportunity for participation, both in class discussions and in smaller groups. Other forms 
of  engagement, like asking questions, volunteering to read passages aloud, and visiting my 
office hours, also count toward this! 

Discussion posts (15%): Everyone is responsible for submitting twelve posts to the course 
discussion board over the semester. There are fourteen possible weeks to submit your post 
(see the assignment schedule); you may skip posting the week you lead discussion and one 
other week. Your post should engage with the current week’s readings; it may address topics 
you’d like to discuss in class, ideas and themes you found confusing, intriguing, or with 
which you disagreed, or relate the readings to current events in the news. They may also be a 
substantive response to a classmate’s post. They do not need to discuss the readings 
comprehensively. Each should be in the range of  250-300 words. 

Writing assignments (all total 50%): there are three possible paths to choose from, depending 
upon what will be most useful to you at this point in your studies. Paths A and B are open to 
everyone, while Path C is more suitable for advanced students. 

 Path A: write a midterm paper (15%) and then a final paper (25%) on two different   
 topics. An outline for each paper (each worth 5%) will be due in advance for a peer   
 review workshop. 

Path B: write a midterm paper (15%) that you then revise significantly for the final 
paper (20%). An outline for the midterm paper will be due (5%) and a revision plan 
for the final paper, in lieu of  an outline (10%), will be due for the second peer review 
workshop. 

Path C: write an annotated bibliography on a topic of  interest that you wish to pursue 
in more detail in the future (for instance, in a senior seminar). A first cut of  materials, 
as well as an outline of  your research statement, will be due first for the peer review 
workshop (5%) and then at midterm (15%). A revised statement (5%) will be due for 
the second peer review workshop. The final version will be due during exam week 
(25%). 

Presentation (15%): Everyone will be responsible for offering a critical introduction to a 
reading once over the course of  the semester. Guidelines will be distributed in class. 

Writing Hour 
We will meet irregularly on Fridays - some weeks will have scheduled readings or peer review 
workshops when attendance is required. Other weeks will have an optional writing hour. The 
writing hour is a chance to work together in relative quiet on material for this or any other 
class, so long as it entails writing. I am also happy to talk with you during that time about 
your assignments for this class, from discussion posts to paper outlines to bibliographies. 
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Extensions and Late Assignments 
A two-day extension can be requested for either the midterm or the final paper, as long as it 
is done at least  48 hours in advance of  the regular due date, via email.  

Late assignments will lose one-third of  a letter grade (i.e., an A- becomes a B+) for every day 
that they are late, including weekends, except in cases of  illness or other documented 
emergencies.  

Assignments not submitted will receive an F. All assignments must be submitted in order to 
pass the course. I reserve the right to alter any reading or writing assignments during the 
semester. 

Academic Integrity  
Students are expected to be familiar with and adhere to the official Academic Misconduct 
Policy provided in the Online Catalog. 

Technology 
Laptops and tablets are permitted for accessing e-books and readings on Blackboard. This 
is subject to change if  they become a source of  distraction. Phones are verboten 
(forbidden). 

Content Note 
Given the nature of  the course, some of  the materials we read will deal with topics that may 
have personal resonance, such as misogyny, sexual violence, abuse, and racism. If there are 
specific materials or topics that you anticipate will be particularly challenging for you, I’d be 
happy to discuss any concerns you may have beforehand and, if  necessary, find alternative 
materials.  

If  you ever feel the need to step outside during a class discussion, you may always do so 
without academic penalty. You will, however, be responsible for any material you miss. If  
you do leave the room for a significant time, please make arrangements to get notes from 
another student or see me individually to discuss the situation. 

Accessibility 
I am committed to the full inclusion of  all students. Students should contact the Office of  
Disability Services (ODS) for information about accommodations. If  you are pregnant and 
will need accommodations for this class, please review the University’s FAQs on the UAct 
website. Please also speak with me if  you have a condition that will require accommodations 
or modification of  any of  these course procedures. 
 
Religious Observances 
Under the Guidelines for Religious Holiday Observances, students should notify the 
instructor in writing or via email during the first two weeks of  the semester of  their 
intention to be absent from class for religious observance. The instructor will work to 
provide reasonable opportunity to complete academic responsibilities as long as that does 
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not interfere with the academic integrity of  the course. See full guidelines at Religious 
Holiday Observances Guidelines. 

Personal Resources 
For students dealing with anxiety, depression, distress, or other concerns, the Counseling 
Center can offer resources. They can be reached 24 hours a day at 205.348.3863. 

The Women and Gender Resource Center (205.348.5040) provides free, confidential, and 
voluntary counseling and advocacy services to members of  the UA community who are 
victims/survivors of  interpersonal violence. Services are also provided to family and friends 
who have been impacted by the abuse, to Shelton State students, and to anyone who is 
victimized on the UA campus. 

Resources outside of  UA include the National Domestic Violence Hotline (1.800.799.7233) 
and RAINN’s National Sexual Assault Telephone Hotline (1.800.656.HOPE); both of  these 
organizations also offer a chat option. 

As an instructor, one of  my responsibilities is to help sustain a safe learning environment on 
our campus. I also have a mandatory reporting responsibility and am required to share with 
the University information regarding sexual misconduct or information about a crime that is 
related to me. I can, though, help connect you to resources like those above. 

General Grading Rubric 
A (100-90): demonstrates careful and thorough reading of  
the text; answers all parts of  the question(s); provides a 
clearly articulated thesis; outlines the way in which thesis will 
be explicated; defends and supports thesis in the body of  the 
paper using textual evidence; considers counter-arguments, if  
appropriate; argues, does not summarize; structurally elegant; 
writing is clear and straightforward. Excellent work. 

B (89-80): demonstrates familiarity with the text, though may 
rely more on lecture and discussion than on own reading, or 
may demonstrate a cursory reading; provides a solid thesis 
but may not explain how it will be defended, support it 
thoroughly with textual references, or develop arguments as 
fully as they ought to; may make selective use of  text to 
support claims; structurally, individual points may feel 
disconnected from one another. Writing is clear but with 
room for improvement. Good, but not excellent, work. 

C (79-70): a weak, if  appropriate or topical, thesis that either 
does not require a strong defense or relate entirely to the 
original question(s); demonstrates minimal passing 
acquaintance with the material; evidence may be drawn 
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94 - 100 A

90 - 93 A-

87 - 89 B+

83 - 86 B

80 - 82 B-

77 - 79 C+

73 - 76 C

70 - 72 C-

67 - 69 D+

63 - 66 D

60 - 62 D-

< 60 F

https://provost.ua.edu/oaa-guidelines-for-religious-holidays-observance
https://provost.ua.edu/oaa-guidelines-for-religious-holidays-observance
https://counseling.sa.ua.edu/
https://counseling.sa.ua.edu/
https://wgrc.sa.ua.edu/
http://www.thehotline.org/
https://rainn.org/


primarily from lecture; substance of  paper may tend toward summary of  the text rather than 
critical engagement; does not attend to counter-arguments; individual paragraphs may be 
well-crafted but the paper overall lacks a sense of  cohesion and attention to detail. Fair, but 
not good, work. 

D (69-60): does not provide a clear thesis; may not respond to the question(s); does not 
support claims with evidence; emphasizes opinion or summary over analysis; paper lacks 
structure; does not otherwise demonstrate mastery of  the concepts presented and analyzed 
in class; lack of  organization makes paper difficult to follow; neglect of  grammar, style, and 
writing. 

F (59-0): does not provide a thesis or respond to the question(s); may be purely opinion or  
summary of  text(s); no attempt to convey an interpretation of  the material; lacking structure, 
coherence; no attention paid to grammar, style, and writing. 

Assignment Schedule 
Wednesday, August 21 
Friday, August 23 
Monday, August 26  Discussion post due 
Wednesday, August 28 No class (APSA conference) 
Friday, August 30  No class (APSA conference) 
Monday, September 2 No class (Labor Day) 
Wednesday, September 4 Discussion post due 
Friday, September 6 
Monday, September 9 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, September 11 
Friday, September 13  Writing hour 
Monday, September 16 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, September 18 
Friday, September 20  Writing hour 
Monday, September 23 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, September 25 
Friday, September 27  Writing hour 
Monday, September 30 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, October 2 
Friday, October 4  Paths A and B: paper outline due for peer review workshop 
    Path C: research statement outline and first cut of  bibliography   
    due for peer review workshop 
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Monday, October 7   
Wednesday, October 9 
Friday, October 11  Paths A and B: midterm paper due  
    Path C: draft research statement and first cut of  bibliography   
    due 
    Writing hour 
Monday, October 14  Discussion post due 
Wednesday, October 16 
Friday, October 18  Writing hour 
Monday, October 21  Discussion post due 
Wednesday, October 23 
Friday, October 25  No class (APT conference) 
Monday, October 28  Discussion post due 
Wednesday, October 30 
Friday, November 1  No class (mid-semester break) 
Monday, November 4 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, November 6 
Friday, November 8  Writing hour 
Monday, November 11 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, November 1 
Friday, November 15  Writing hour 
Monday, November 18 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, November 20 
Friday, November 22  Writing hour 
Monday, November 25 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, November 27 No class (Thanksgiving) 
Friday, November 29  No class (Thanksgiving) 
Monday, December 2 Discussion post due 
Wednesday, December 4 
Friday, December 6  Path A: outline of  final paper due for peer review workshop 
    Path B: revision plan  due for peer review workshop 
    Path C: revised draft of  research statement due for peer review   
    workshop 
Exam week   Final paper or annotated bibliography due
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