
Citizenship and Race in America 
Special Topics in American Studies 3890.03 

Spring 2019 

Professor Megan Gallagher                          M and W, 4:00-5:15 
megan.gallagher@vanderbilt.edu                       Buttrick Hall 202 
Office: Buttrick Hall 332 
Office hours: M and W, 1:00-2:00, and by appointment 

Course description and aims 
What are the criteria for determine who is a citizen - birth, blood, territory, marriage, or petition? Is 
citizenship a privilege, a status, or a right? Does being a citizen require doing certain things? What 
obligations and privileges come with citizenship? And what does it mean to be without citizenship?  

In thinking through these and related questions, members of  this course will develop a historically 
rich and nuanced understanding of  the dynamic relationship between American citizenship and 
race. Our emphasis will be on citizenship as a political phenomenon and so we will analyze the ways 
in which both citizenship and race have functioned as flexible categories responsive to particular 
political debates.  

The first weeks of  the course will be devoted to theories of  citizenship and race that engage the 
above questions. From there, we will study a series of  historical moments in which the categories of  
race and citizenship were redefined and co-constituted, such as the integration of  former slaves into 
the citizenry during Reconstruction, passage of  the Chinese Exclusion and Johnson-Reed Acts, and 
the annexation of  Hawai’i. We will close by discussing citizenship as a practice and the means by 
which it might unify a people otherwise divided along lines of  class, politics, race, or religion. 

Readings will come from a variety of  scholarly disciplines in addition to American Studies, including 
anthropology, Asian American studies, gender studies, history, Indigenous studies, law, political 
theory, and urban studies. As well as scholarly works, personal essays, and the occasional news 
article, we will also read selections from two major works in recent American poetry: Layli Long 
Soldier’s Whereas and Claudia Rankine’s Citizen: An American Lyric. 

Reading schedule 

I. Theories of  citizenship  

Weeks 1 and 2: Fundamental issues surrounding citizenship 
Monday, 1/7  Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric (2014), selections* 
  
   Read the syllabus before we meet! 

Wednesday, 1/9 Ayelet Shachar, “Citizenship,” in The Oxford Handbook of  Comparative    
   Constitutional Law (2012), pp. 1002-1019* 
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Monday, 1/14  Michael Walzer, “Citizenship,” reprinted in Citizenship (2014), pp. 86-92* 

   Rainer Bauböck, “Political Membership and Democratic Boundaries,” The   
   Oxford Handbook of  Citizenship (2017), pp. 60-82* 

Wednesday, 1/16 Ruth Lister, “Dialectics of  Citizenship,” Hypatia 12.4 (1997): 6-26* 

Weeks 3 and 4: Racial constructions of  citizenship 
Monday, 1/21  No class - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Wednesday, 1/23 Ian Haney López, White by Law: The Legal Construction of  Race (2006/1996), “A   
   Note on Whiteness” and chapters 1-3, pp. xxi-xxii and 1-55 

Monday, 1/28  López, White by Law, chapters 4-5, pp. 56-108 

Wednesday, 1/30 López, White by Law, chapter 6, pp. 109-138 

II. Challenges of/to citizenship 

Week 5: (Re)constructing citizenship 
Monday, 2/4  Martha S. Jones, “Birthright Citizenship and Reconstruction’s Unfinished   
   Revolution,” Journal of  the Civil War Era 7.1 (March 2017)* 

   W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of  Black Folk (1903), “The Forethought,” “Of  Our   
   Spiritual Strivings,” “Of  the Dawn of  Freedom,” “Of  the Meaning of     
   Progress,” “On the Training of  Black Men,” pp. 1-33, 48-58, and 69-84 

Wednesday, 2/6 DuBois, Souls, “Of  the Training of  Black Men,” “Of  the Black Belt,” “Of  the   
   Sons of  Master and Man,” “Of  the Faith of  the Fathers,” “Of  the Coming of  
   John,” pp. 69-102, 123-154, and 171-186 

Week 6:  Exclusion 
Monday, 2/11  Beth Lew-Williams, “Before Restriction Became Exclusion: America’s 
   Experiment in Diplomatic Immigration Control,” Pacific Historical Review 83.1   
   (2014): 24-56* 

   Mae Ngai, “The Cold War Chinese Immigration Crisis and the Confession   
   Cases,” in Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of  Modern America   
   (2004), pp. 202-224* 

Wednesday, 2/13 Peer review writing workshop 
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   Midterm outline, intro paragraph, and thesis statement due 

Week 7: Settler colonialism 
Monday, 2/18  Evelyn Nakano Glenn, “Settler Colonialism as Structure: A Framework for   
   Comparative Studies of  U.S. Race and Gender Formation,” Sociology of  Race   
   and Ethnicity 1.1 (2015): 52-72* 

Wednesday, 2/20 Noenoe K. Silva, “The Antiannexation Struggle,” in Aloha Betrayed: Native   
   Hawaiian Resistance to American Colonialism (2004), pp. 123-163* 

Week 8: Sovereignty and self-determination 
Monday, 2/25  Kevin Bruyneel, “Indigenous Politics and the ‘Gift’ of  U.S. Citizenship  in the   
   Early Twentieth Century,” in The Third Space of  Sovereignty: The Postcolonial Politics 
   of  U.S. Indigenous Relations (2007), pp. 97-122* 

Wednesday, 2/27 Audra Simpson, “Indigenous Interruptions: Mohawk Nationhood,    
   Citizenship, and the State,” in Mohawk Interruptus: Political Life Across the Borders   
   of  Settler States (2014), pp. 1-36* 

   Midterm essay due 

Week 9  Spring break 

Weeks 10 and 11: Membership: who belongs? 
Monday, 3/11  Joanne Barker, “Of  the ‘Indian Tribe’” and “Of  the ‘Indian Member,’” in   
   Native Acts: Law, Recognition, and Cultural Authenticity (2011), pp. 27-40 and   
   81-97* 

Wednesday, 3/13 Layli Long Soldier, Whereas (2017), selections* 

Monday, 3/18  Kim TallBear, “Racial Science, Blood, and DNA,” in Native American DNA:   
   Tribal Belonging and the False Promise of  Genetic Science (2013), pp. 31-66* 

Wednesday, 3/20 J. Kēhaulani Kauanui, “‘For Get’ Hawaiian Entitlement: Configurations of    
   Land, ‘Blood,’ and Americanization in the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act   
   of  1921,” Social Text 59 (1999): 123-44* 

Week 12: Emergency  
Monday, 3/25  Eiichiro Azuma, “Zaibei Doho: Racial Exclusion and the Making of  an   
   American Minority,” in Between Two Empires: Race, History, and Transnationalism in 
   Japanese America (2005), pp. 61-84* 
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Wednesday, 3/27 Mae Ngai, “The World War II Internment of  Japanese Americans and the  
   Citizenship Renunciation Cases,” in Impossible Subjects, pp. 175-201* 

Weeks 13 and 14: Immigration  
Monday, 4/1  Natalia Molina, How Race Is Made in America: Immigration, Citizenship, and the   
   Historical Power of  Racial Scripts (2014), chapter 1, pp. 19-42 

Wednesday, 4/3 Molina, How Race Is Made in America, chapter 2, pp. 43-67 

Monday, 4/8  Molina, How Race Is Made in America, chapter 3, pp. 68-88 

Wednesday, 4/10 Molina, How Race Is Made in America, chapter 4, pp. 89-111 

   Final paper outline, intro paragraph, and thesis statement due 

Week 15: Statelessness 
Monday, 4/15  Linda K. Kerber, “Toward a History of  Statelessness in America,” American   
   Quarterly 57.3 (2005): 727-749* 

Wednesday, 4/17 No class - Professor Gallagher out of  town for WPSA conference 

III. Practices of  citizenship 

Week 16: Doing citizenship  
Monday, 4/22  Rankine, Citizen, selections* 

   Final paper due 

Required texts 
W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of  Black Folk (ISBN 9780140189988) 
Ian Haney López, White by Law: The Legal Construction of  Race (ISBN 9780814736944) 
Natalia Molina, How Race Is Made in America: Immigration, Citizenship, and the Historical Power of  Racial  
 Scripts (ISBN 9780520280083) 

Optional texts 
Layli Long Soldier, Whereas (ISBN 9781555977672) 
Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of  Modern America (ISBN 9780691160825) 
Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric (ISBN 9781555976903) 
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Requirements 
Attendance, preparation, and participation (20%) 

This class will be discussion-based and so regular attendance and participation are required. 

Bring that day’s texts with you. On Wednesdays, please bring Monday’s reading as well. 

There will be a sign-in sheet for each class. Three unexcused absences are permitted. Please 
let me know if  there are extenuating circumstances that will disrupt your regular, timely 
attendance. 

Computer use (for anything other than note taking), whispered conversations, late arrivals, 
early departures, or anything involving a cell phone will detract from your grade. 

There will be ample opportunity for participation, both in class discussions and in smaller 
groups. Other forms of  engagement, like asking questions, volunteering to read passages 
aloud, and visiting my office hours, also count toward this! 

Discussion posts (16%) 
Everyone is responsible for posting eight discussion posts to the class website over the 
course of  the semester. There are nine possible weeks to submit them - see the assignment 
schedule included in the syllabus. You do not need to submit a post the week that you are 
class discussant (though you may if  you choose to!). You are responsible for making sure 
you submit eight. Late posts will not be accepted. 

Posts should engage with the current week’s readings and draw connections with previous 
readings. They can address topics you’d like to discuss in class, readings you found 
troubling or with which you disagreed, or relate the readings to current events in the news. 
They are due to Brightspace by Monday mornings at 7 am. They should be about 200-300 
words.  

They are graded with a checkmark (if  they meet the stated requirements) or a minus (if  
they do not, or are not submitted). 

Presentation (10%) 
Everyone will be responsible for introducing the reading for each week and leading 
discussion for the first half  of  class. A handout will be distributed with requirements and 
guidelines. 

Midterm paper outline (4%) 
An outline, introductory paragraph, and thesis statement for the midterm paper will be due 
Wednesday, February 13, for a peer review workshop. 

Midterm paper (20%) 
The midterm paper is due on Wednesday, February 27. You will need to submit a copy to 
Brightspace beforehand and hand in a hard copy to me. Further details will be given as the 
assignment approaches. 
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Final paper outline (5%) 
An outline, introductory paragraph, and thesis statement for the final paper will be due 
Wednesday, April 10, for a peer review workshop. 

Final paper (25%) 
The final paper will be due Monday, April 22. 

Extensions and late assignments 
A two-day extension can be requested for either the midterm or the final paper, as long as it is done 
at least one week in advance of  the regular due date, via email.  

Late assignments will lose one-third of  a letter grade (i.e., an A- becomes a B+) for every day that 
they are late, including weekends, except in cases of  illness or other documented emergencies.  

Assignments not submitted will receive an F. All assignments must be submitted in order to pass the 
course. I reserve the right to alter any reading or writing assignments during the semester. 

Academic honesty 
Integrity is essential to all of  the work you do as a college student. I take academic honesty very 
seriously. Anyone found cheating or plagiarizing will automatically fail the related assignment(s). All 
work done is held to the Vanderbilt Honor Code. All issues of  cheating and plagiarism will be 
documented and reported to the Undergraduate Honor Council. The best way to avoid any trouble 
is simply to ask me any questions you have about what does and does not constitute plagiarism – it 
can seem like a very confusing subject, but we can get a handle on it rather easily. Please ask me any 
questions you have as they arise! You can also consult the Student Handbook. 

Technology 
Laptops and tablets are permitted for note-taking purposes. This is subject to change if  they 
become a source of  distraction. Phones are verboten (forbidden). 

Discussion and classroom decorum 
It is to be expected that you will encounter a variety of  arguments, opinions, and perspectives over 
the quarter, a number of  which you may disagree with. Keep in mind that what seems obvious, true, 
or right to you may very well not seem that way to someone else. Polite, reasoned disagreement is 
welcomed - even encouraged! - but please maintain a respectful tone, particularly when addressing 
your colleagues. 

Office hours and academic resources 
My office hours are from 1 to 2 on Mondays and Wednesdays in Buttrick 332. We can also schedule 
appointments if  need be. Please feel free to make use of  the Writing Studio. 

syllabus 1.2.19  6

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/the-honor-system/
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/writing/


Accessibility services 
I am committed to the full inclusion of  all students, as is the University. Students should contact the 
Student Access Services if  they are considering applying for academic accommodations. Please also 
speak with me if  you have a disability or other condition that might require accommodations or 
modification of  any of  these course procedures. 

Personal resources 
For students dealing with anxiety, depression, distress, or other concerns, the Psychological and 
Counseling Center (615.322.2571) can offer resources.  

For students dealing with domestic violence, harassment, stalking, retaliation, or sexual violence, 
resources available through Vanderbilt are listed here. Vanderbilt’s Project SAFE also offers a 24 
hour hotline (615.322.SAFE (7233)). Be sure to check which services offer confidentiality and 
which do not. Resources outside of  Vanderbilt include the National Domestic Violence Hotline 
(1.800.799.7233) and RAINN’s National Sexual Assault Telephone Hotline (1.800.656.HOPE). One 
option for legal advice is Equal Rights Advocates (1.800.839.4ERA). 

As an instructor, one of  my responsibilities is to help sustain a safe learning environment on our 
campus. I also have a mandatory reporting responsibility and am required to share with the 
University information regarding sexual misconduct or information about a crime that is related to 
me. 

General grading rubric 
A (100-90): demonstrates careful and thorough reading of  the text; 
answers all parts of  the question(s); provides a clearly articulated 
thesis; outlines the way in which thesis will be explicated; defends 
and supports thesis in the body of  the paper using textual evidence; 
considers counter-arguments, if  appropriate; argues, does not 
summarize; structurally elegant; writing is clear and straightforward. 
Excellent work. 

B (89-80): demonstrates familiarity with the text, though may rely 
more on lecture and discussion than on own reading, or may 
demonstrate a cursory reading; provides a solid thesis but may not 
explain how it will be defended, support it thoroughly with textual 
references, or develop arguments as fully as they ought to; may make 
selective use of  text to support claims; structurally, individual points 
may feel disconnected from one another. Writing is clear but with 
room for improvement. Good, but not excellent, work. 

C (79-70): a weak, if  appropriate or topical, thesis that either does 
not require a strong defense or relate entirely to the original 
question(s); demonstrates minimal passing acquaintance with the 
material; evidence may be drawn primarily from lecture; substance 
of  paper may tend toward summary of  the text rather than critical 
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94 - 100 A

90 - 93 A-

87 - 89 B+

83 - 86 B

80 - 82 B-

77 - 79 C+

73 - 76 C

70 - 72 C-

67 - 69 D+

63 - 66 D

60 - 62 D-

< 60 F
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https://www.vanderbilt.edu/title-ix/docs/VUOnePageResourcesList_Students_2017-18.pdf
https://www.vanderbilt.edu/projectsafe/
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https://rainn.org/
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engagement; does not attend to counter-arguments; individual paragraphs may be well-crafted but 
the paper overall lacks a sense of  cohesion and attention to detail. Fair, but not good, work. 

D (69-60): does not provide a clear thesis; may not respond to the question(s); does not support 
claims with evidence; emphasizes opinion or summary over analysis; paper lacks structure; does not 
otherwise demonstrate mastery of  the concepts presented and analyzed in class; lack of  
organization makes paper difficult to follow; neglect of  grammar, style, and writing. 

F (59-0): does not provide a thesis or respond to the question(s); may be purely opinion or  
summary of  text(s); no attempt to convey an interpretation of  the material; lacking structure, 
coherence; no attention paid to grammar, style, and writing. 
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Semester overview  

Monday, 1/7  Why study citizenship and race in America? 
Wednesday, 1/9 Defining citizenship 
Monday, 1/14  Difference and universalism 
Wednesday, 1/16 Defining whiteness 
Monday, 1/21  No class - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Wednesday, 1/23 The legal history of  whiteness 
Monday, 1/28  Legal constructions of  race 
Wednesday, 1/30 Naturalizing whiteness 
Monday, 2/4  Birthright citizenship 
Wednesday, 2/6 The problem of  the color line 
Monday, 2/11  The Chinese Exclusion Act 
Wednesday, 2/13 No reading 
Monday, 2/18  Theorizing settler colonialism 
Wednesday, 2/20  The annexation of  Hawai’i 
Monday, 2/25  Indigenous sovereignty 
Wednesday, 2/27 The Mohawk Nation and self-determination  
Monday, 3/4  No class - spring break 
Wednesday, 3/6 No class - spring break 
Monday, 3/11  Membership 
Wednesday, 3/13  Whereas... 
Monday, 3/18  DNA and the racial science of  membership 
Wednesday, 3/20 Belonging and blood quantum 
Monday, 3/25  Racial exclusion 
Wednesday, 3/27 The internment of  Japanese Americans 
Monday, 4/1  Mexican immigration 
Wednesday, 4/3 Racial exclusion redux 
Monday, 4/8  Birthright citizenship redux 
Wednesday, 4/10 Medical racialization  
Monday, 4/15  Statelessness 
Wednesday, 4/17 No class - Professor Gallagher out of  town for WPSA conference 
Monday, 4/22  An American Lyric 
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Assignment schedule  

Monday, 1/7   
Wednesday, 1/9 
Monday, 1/14  Discussion post #1 due 
Wednesday, 1/16  
Monday, 1/21  No class - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Wednesday, 1/23  
Monday, 1/28  Discussion post #2 due 
Wednesday, 1/30  
Monday, 2/4  Discussion post #3 due 
Wednesday, 2/6 
Monday, 2/11   
Wednesday, 2/13 Midterm outline due 
Monday, 2/18  Discussion post #4 due 
Wednesday, 2/20   
Monday, 2/25   
Wednesday, 2/27 Midterm due 
Monday, 3/4  No class - spring break 
Wednesday, 3/6 No class - spring break 
Monday, 3/11  Discussion post #5 due 
Wednesday, 3/13   
Monday, 3/18  Discussion #6 post due 
Wednesday, 3/20  
Monday, 3/25  Discussion #7 post due 
Wednesday, 3/27  
Monday, 4/1  Discussion #8 post due 
Wednesday, 4/3  
Monday, 4/8   
Wednesday, 4/10 Final paper outline due 
Monday, 4/15  Discussion post #9 due 
Wednesday, 4/17 No class - Professor Gallagher out of  town for WPSA conference 
Monday, 4/22  Final paper due 
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